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and  shortly afterwards   visited   Goering   at   Schorfheide
(Goering's estate).
Schuschnigg was kept exceedingly busy in warding off
the attacks which Papen and the Austrian National Socialists
were making almost daily on the independence of Austria.
It was Papen's idea, in the autumn of 1937, to invite Goering
for a visit to Austria, Papen hoped that Goering, who in
1933 had thrust him so brutally to the wall, would find
similar brutal methods for Austria, even if he were only the
guest for a few days of the Danubian Republic. Schuschnigg
had difficulty in parrying this treacherous thrust with-
out provoking diplomatic entanglements. A visit of von
- Neurath's to Vienna had already given rise to some highly
unpleasant demonstrations : it would have been impossible
to stop Goering from treating similar demonstrations in a
very different way.
Papen advances to the Attack
Meanwhile Papen believed the time was ripe for him to
advance for a general attack on the Schuschnigg Govern-
ment. He plied Berlin with reports setting out the offences
of the Austrian Minister against the treaty of July 1936. He
even spied on the private visits made by members of the
Austrian Government, in order to supply Berlin with
motives for interference. One of his most extravagant acts
in the autumn of 1937 was to make representations to Berlin
because some of the Austrian Ministers were present in an
unofficial capacity at a lecture given by the French politician
Paul Reynaud (who became the French Minister of Finance
at the end of 1939). Reynaud had spoken of Germany's
responsibility for the outbreak of the World War, and Papen
had complained to Hitler that the Austrian Ministers had
made no protest. It must be borne in mind that Hitler
himself had declared that he would respect the independence
of Austria, and therefore the Austrian Ministers, as sovereign
officials, were surely to be allowed the right of freedom of
thought
In another and very similar case Papen even presumed so